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The 6th RCARO Standing Advisory Committee (SAC) Meeting
Date and Time  

7 April 2008, 15:00-18:00 (Time can be changed subject to the Chairs' Meeting.)

Venue



Hanoi, Vietnam (Meeting place will be notified later.)

Participants



SAC Members

National RCA Representative of Australia 


National RCA Representative of Vietnam
National RCA Representative of Japan 

National RCA Representative of the Republic of Korea


RCA Focal Person, IAEA
Secretariat: RCARO

Provisional Agenda



1. 
Opening Remarks by the out-going Chair, AUL



2.
Remarks by the in-coming Chair, VIE



3. 
Adoption of the Agenda and Appointment of a Rapporteur

4. RCARO 2007 Work Plan Performance 





Break
5. RCARO 2008 Work Plan 



5-1.
Appointment of RCARO Director 



5-2.
Publication of RCA Success Stories 
5-3.
RCA Partnership with Other Regional Organizations 
5.3.1 Report on the RCARO's visit to the Regional Organizations and Follow-up Activities





5.3.2 Presentation on the Partnership between RCA & CAI (by CAI Centre)





5.3.3 Joint Training Programme in Cooperation with ARCCNM 
5-4. 
Progress of RCA/UNDP Project and Development of Follow-up Program 


5.4.1 Progress of RCA/UNDP Project


5.4.2 Development of Follow-up Program

5-5.
Workshop for Enhancing RCA’s Capabilities 






6. 
Other matters 


7.   
Next Meeting



8. 
Closing

Note: The participants of the SAC meeting are invited to dinner hosted by Director, RCARO at 18:30. 
RCARO/SAC(6)/4
RCARO 2007 Work Plan Performance
Background 

Subject to the ‘Procedures for Evaluation of the Performance of DIR-RCARO’ adopted by the 35th GCM in Vienna in September 2006, DIR-RCARO prepared the report on his performance (Attachment 1) in fulfilling the agreed work plan, and submitted it to the SAC for evaluation, and the SAC is supposed to assess the report through electronic interactions (Attachment 2: Comments from AUL NR) with the DIR-RCARO, and submit it to the Regional NRM. 

Actions to be taken
The SAC is required to report the assessment result to the 30th NRM.  

RCARO/SAC(6)/5

RCARO 2008 Work Plan

Background 

Subject to the ‘Procedures for Evaluation of the Performance of DIR-RCARO’ adopted by the 35th GCM in Vienna in September 2006, DIR-RCARO prepared a draft RCARO 2008 Work Plan including a summary table (Attachment 4) based on the RCA GOR addressing all aspects of his roles and responsibilities with targets, milestones and measurable performance indicators (PIs) for each aspect of activities, and submitted it to the SAC.

According to the procedure, the draft Work Plan is to be negotiated and agreed between the members of SAC and the DIR-RCARO and will be presented to the NRM.
An annual work plan is to be agreed upon by 1 February with finalized PIs and targets and milestones for each aspect of activities therein. 

Actions to be taken

The SAC is required to review the Work Plan. The Dir-RCARO will present the Work Plan to be agreed by the SAC to the NRM. 

RCARO/SAC(6)/5.1
Appointment of RCARO Director
Background

With the term of the present Director of RCARO lapsing in April 2008, a committee for the selection and appointment of the RCARO Director had been established with the following background:
1) The 29th NRM decided to set up the Selection Committee for which a composition of 5 Members was recommended, consisting of 3 Members representing Chair countries, AUL (Mr. John Easey), THA (Mr. Manoon Aramrattana), and VIE (Mr. Tran Huu Phat) and 1 Member representing IAEA (Mr. Prinath Dias) and 1 Member representing the host, RCARO (Mr. Poong-Euil Juhn). 

2) The first Selection Committee Meeting was held on 23 July 2007 in Seoul in presence of the 5 Members, chaired by the elected Chair, Mr. John Easey, working on among others merging the two Guidelines, one on the Selection and Appointment of the Director of RCARO and the Guidelines and another on the Operation of the Selection Committee, into a integrated one. The new Guidelines were endorsed by the 36th RCA GCM held on 14 September 2008.

Actions Taken and Progress
According to the new Guidelines, a Vacancy Notice for the post of the Director of the RCARO was communicated with the RCA National Representatives and posted on the RCARO web site as of 1 October 2007 with application deadline by 15 January 2008. 
Until the deadline, there was no application sent to the RCARO, and this result was reported on 29 January 2008 to the SAC and the Selection Committee with a request for advice. 

In response to the request, the NR of ROK on behalf of the host country of the RCARO informed them that although the MOST had made efforts in recommending a qualified one for a timely selection of the Director, the MOST had difficulty recommending a qualified candidate due to unexpected circumstances arising from the organization restructuring of the Korean government. 

Given the circumstances, the new NR of ROK from the MEST (Ministry of Education, Science and Technology) on behalf of the host country suggested the present Director, Mr. Kun-Mo Choi, to have his service extended for one more year. 

On this occasion, in view of the relevant guidelines and the past practice, it would be required at the next GCM in 2008 to start selection process and establish a new selection committee for the RCARO Director. 
Advice expected from the SAC 

Discussion and recommendation on the appointment of the RCARO Director are requested, the result of which are to be reported to the NRM. 
RCARO/SAC(6)/5.2

Publication of RCA Success Stories
Background

The publication of RCA Success Stories has been a vested mission of RCARO since the beginning of its establishment.
In April 2007, the first round of 5 Success Stories were printed and disseminated to RCA Member States and at such occasions as international conferences, including the IAEA General Conference and handout during visits to other regional organizations for partnership.
The topics of the second round Success Stories had been selected at the 29th NRM held 20-23 March 2007 in Sydney, recommending elaboration of 7 Stories among which 6 drafts were collected and reported to the 36th RCA GCM for review. The results of the review of the drafts were:
· Plant Breeding : too long, so it should be edited by a technical writer
· Marine Pollution : close to be useful after the benefit of some editing

· Non-Destructive Testing : rather short, but good and specific
· Geothermal Exploration : seems to have potential

· Energy Planning : undefined, and details on achievements required

· Tracer Applications in Industry : not suitable because substantial rewriting is required

According to the results of the review, the drafts of 7 Success Stories are given in Attachment 5. Among them, the stories from 1 to 4 are the ones which have been edited by Dr. Haydon for publication. 

Actions Taken and Progress
The editorial work was decided to be assigned to a professional editor, Mr. Tim Haydon who has experience for having provided services for the first round of the 5 Success Stories a year ago.
A contract for the editorial services was signed on 12 December 2007 between the Director of the RCARO and the service provider, Mr. Tim Haydon who has provided the contractual services 
The drafts were also reviewed during the editorial process by relevant peoples of RCA projects (PLCCs and TOs) in order to clarify some points questioned and to give some additional inputs as requested by the editor. Special service was provided by Mr. Easey who made invaluable contribution to improve the drafts.
The 4 drafts for the second round of the Success Stories are attached, together with 3 other drafts which have not been edited, in Attachment 5, 
Advice expected from the SAC 

Further actions to be taken for the publication of the edited 4 Success Stories 
Advice for the other 3 drafts of the Success Stories
RCARO/SAC(6)/5.3.1 
Report on RCARO’s Visits to Regional Organizations and Follow-up Activities
Background
The promotion of RCA partnership with other regional organizations has been a vested mission of RCARO since the beginning of its establishment. The RCARO hosted the Workshop on RCARO Future Strategies, held 24-26 July 2007 in Seoul, in which a session was assigned on the Strategies to Enhance RCA Partnerships. The Workshop recommended among others a list of regional organizations to contact in pursuance of partnership for joint projects with the following order of priorities:
(1) UNDP, FAO    
(2) UNESCAP, PEMSEA    
(3) ADB, UNEP

The RCARO was designated to contact these organizations with the exception of the FAO to be contacted by the RCA Focal Person through the Joint FAO/IAEA Division in Vienna International Centre.
The 36th GCM held 14 September 2007 in Vienna endorsed the recommendation of the Workshop thus requesting RCARO to contact the five regional organizations according to the table attached on the next page. 
Actions Taken and Progress
As requested by the 36th GCM, the Director of RCARO, in company with his delegates and local RCA stakeholders, visited the following organizations. 
1) Visit to 3 regional organizations in Bangkok: 
1) UNESCAP (26 Oct. 2007)
2) UNDP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (29 Oct. 2007)
3) UNEP Asia (29 Oct. 2007)
2) Visit to 3 organizations in Manila: 
1)  PEMSEA (3 Dec. 2007)
2)  CAI-Asia Centre (3 Dec. 2007)
3)  ADB (3 Dec. 2007)
It is noted that the RCARO’s visit to the CAI, which was not initially included in the contact list of regional organizations, was made in connection with the visit to the ADB based on the advice by the NR of PHI, and the FAO Office in IAEA is supposed to be contacted by the RCA Focal Person. 
A report on the visits to these regional organizations was submitted to the SAC (Attachment 6). For efficient discussion, “the Summary of Partnership Contacts with Regional Organizations” has been attached on the following page. 
Advice expected from the SAC 
Recommendations on actions to be taken for the partnership with the regional organizations 

Summary of Partnership Contacts with Regional Organizations

	Org.
	Major Topics
	Points of Discussion
	Status and Recommendations 
	Who should take actions

	UNESCAP
	Environment,
Energy Security
	A report on the DSS (Asian Dust & Sandstorm) study was issued in 2005.

UNESCAP as a secretariat is managing a 6 country-cooperative framework, i.e., NEASPEC, which is slated to produce a master plan to renew cooperative activities for the DSS in 2008. 

NAT may provide more accurate data associated with the DSS and the data qualifications by the IAEA.
	A forum between the RCA and the UNESCAP would be appropriate to exchange information on the areas of common interest. Possible areas include:

1) climate change in the region and the role of nuclear energy

2) DSS and the role of nuclear techniques for an analysis

3) water
	SAC/RCARO/PLCC/IAEA

	UNEP 
Regional 

Office
	Environment
	UNEP Regional Office is active in air quality related activities such as Atmospheric Brown Clouds (ABC) 

UNEP Regional Office suggested submitting two proposals for joint activities on drinking water and air pollution to RCARO. 

	UNEP has not submitted the proposals yet. However, RCA may take a proactive action by making relevant proposals to be developed in consultation with relevant PLCCs.  
It is recommended to examine a possibility of participating in the ABC project after consulting relevant PLCCs.
	SAC/RCARO/PLCC/IAEA

	UNDP
Regional 

Office
	Marine Environment
	UNDP Regional Office is involved in  activities related to mitigation of disasters, including the 2004 Tsunami of Indian Ocean

Accordingly, the UNDP Regional Office was interested in the cooperative aspects of RCA-UNDP Project. 
	Invitation of UNDP experts to participate in the wrap-up meeting of RCA-UNDP Project in 2008

	SAC/PLCC/RCARO/IAEA

	PEMSEA
	Marine Environment
	PEMSEA appreciated RCA participation in the 2006 EAS Congress. 
PEMSEA invited RCA in the Partnership Council.
PEMSEA suggested a Letter of Cooperation as a basic framework for partnership with RCA.
PEMSEA invited RCA participation in the PEMSEA/EAS 2009 Congress.
PEMSEA suggested Scale-up of PEMSEA national projects for development of joint project with RCA
	Concluding a letter of Cooperation (Attachment 7) between RCA and PEMSEA needs to be discussed.
Regarding RCA’s joining the Partnership Council of the PEMSEA, it is recommended to examine the activities of the PEMSEA’s Partnership Council to assess whether being a member of the Council is beneficial for the RCA.
The participation in the PEMSEA-EAS 2009 Congress is recommended with appropriate modalities to enhance efficiency

Invitation of PEMSEA experts to the final meeting of the RCA- UNDP project

Development of a joint project with PEMSEA is recommended by scaling up the ongoing PEMSEA project with PHI to a regional level. The scope of the join project includes: 1) Isotopic techniques for estimating land-based sources of pollution, 2) Submarine fresh water discharges using naturally occurring radioisotopes, and 3) Carbon and nitrogen cycling suing isotopic techniques 
	SAC/IAEA/RCARO

	CAI-Asia
	Air Pollution
	The CAI-Asia made a proposal on air quality management (AQM) database 

The CAI-Asia suggested signing of a Letter of Intent as 

a base for partnership cooperation


	Developing the partnership with CAI-Asia on development of AQM database 
Concluding the Letter of Intent with CAI-Asia

(Attachment 8) as a stepping stone for

promoting a partnership in the area of air

pollution needs to be positively discussed.
	SAC/IAEA/RCARO

	ADB
	Environment
	ADB is the funding organization for major regional projects such as DSS and ABC

A new initiative “Coral Triangle”  is being launched with ADB involvement

The ADB has been involved in some projects on water issues. 
	Considering ADB is financing the programmes in the areas of air pollution, coral reefs, and drinking water, establishing a network among relevant experts, and exchanging information for exploring possible join activities with each are recommended. 


	RCAR/SAC/PLCC/IAEA


RCARO/SAC(6)/5.3.2 
Presentation on the Partnership between RCA & CAI (by CAI Centre)

Background

Some follow-up actions have been taken since the visits mentioned in the previous agenda 5.3.1, especially with the CAI-Asia Centre from which a cooperative proposal with a Concept Note (Attachment 9) was received by RCARO and consulted to the SAC Members. With a view to providing a basic framework to step up to the prospective partnership with CAI-Asia, a draft for the Letter of Intent (Attachment 8) based on the CAI-Asia template was made by RCARO for review by SAC.
As a result of the follow-up of the talks on the cooperation with the CAI-Asia Centre, the Centre is to give a presentation on more details of the proposal on the development AQM database at this SAC Meeting and the 30th NRM.

The comments on this matter from RCA Focal Person are given in Attachment 10.
Actions to be taken
1) CAI-Asia will present their position on the partnership with RCA, especially on the development of the AQM database.
2) Discussion on the concluding of the Letter of Intent

3) The SAC will recommend RCA’s position on the joint development of AQM and the Letter of Intent.  

RCARO/SAC(6)/5.3.3 
Joint Training Programme in Cooperation with ARCCNM
Background
As one of the partnership programmes, a cooperative action will be pursued through discussions with the Asian Regional Cooperative Council for Nuclear Medicine (ARCCNM) for jointly hosting a training course on the use of some advanced nuclear medicine which is expected to contribute to the regional capability for a cancer diagnosis such as the Programme of action for Cancer Therapy (PACT). The ARCCNM was founded in February 2001 by a joint initiative CPR/JPN/ROK with 13 Member States in Asia, now counting 19 including most of the RCA MSs, tries to provide training in advanced nuclear medicine such as use of PET and cyclotron to young experts in the region.
The 21st RCARO Steering Committee meeting in the host country of the RCARO strongly recommended this programme as one of the 2008 RCARO programmes. The details of the programmes will be discussed during the first half of this year with the SAC and the relevant institutions in the region.
Concept for the Partnership Programme with ARCCNM (Provisional)
The 7th Annual General Meeting of the ARCCNM is to be jointly held with the 9th Congress of the Asia-Oceania Federation of Nuclear Medicine and Biology late this year. Using this occasion, a training programme would be established as a partnership programme with the RCARO as follows:
· Venue : New Delhi (IND)

· Dates : 31 Oct. ~ 4 Nov. , 2008

· Number of Participants : approx. 25 from the RCA MSs 
· Funding Sources : RCARO and ARCCNM

More details of the programme will be developed through discussion at the SAC meeting and other meetings with relevant RCA experts in due course.
Actions to be taken

Recommendations for this partnership initiation are required.  
RCARO/SAC(6)/5.4.1 
5.4.1  Progress of RCA/UNDP Project

Background

The RCA-UNDP Project entitled “Mitigation of Coastal Impact of Natural Disasters Like Tsunami, Using Nuclear or Isotope-based Techniques” was initiated by RCARO in partnership with UNDP Korea Office with participation of 14 Member States including those hit by the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami (AUL, BGD, CPR, IND, INS, ROK, MAL, MYA, NZE, PAK, PHI, SRL, THA, VIE). 
The Project set forth a plan with a 3-year time frame 2006-2008 to implement the following 3 Objectives:

(1) To assess the level of toxic element contamination in the marine coastal ecosystem by studies of the trace element profile of coastal sediment samples
(2) To assist in assessing the impact of marine deposits in coastal agricultural areas on agricultural productivity and aquaculture
(3) To measure the levels of selected toxic elements in tsunami deposited sediment and assess their impact on the health of coral reef and associated fisheries.

The Kick-off Meeting of the Project was held 22-25 August 2006 in Jakarta, hosted by BATAN, where strategies and plan for implementation of the Project were reviewed and further polished. Necessary activities for assistance to some of the countries were also identified for the RCARO actions and TCDC actions. 
Actions Taken and Progress

The Project Review Meeting (PRM) was held 22-25 October 2007 in Phuket, hosted by the Thailand Institute of Nuclear Technology in cooperation with several local institutions. It was an occasion among others for mid-term review of the Project implementation from which appropriate revision of the work plan could be made. The PRM included among other activities:
· Review of the progress in Project implementation by the Member States an update of work plan including the preparation for the Final Meeting of the Project
· Discussions with stakeholders and end-users (invited experts and local participation)
· Site visit to Patong Beach and technical tour to the Royal Marine Museum in Phuket
The PRM was an occasion to identify and resolve pending issues involved in the implementation of the Project, some by the assistance of the RCARO and some others by TCDC actions. 

According to the recommendation of the PRM, progress reports from the participating Member States have been collected and reported to UNDP. .
The major progresses made in the Project include, among others, sampling and analysis of sediment cores and groundwater from tsunami affected areas in the Member States using Neutron Activation Analysis (NAA), in combination with analysis of environmental isotopes Pb-210, O-18 and H-2. 
(1) The preliminary results showed depletion of some heavy metal contaminants in the sediment cores sampled from some locations hit by tsunami, compared to pre-tsunami, indicating wash-away of clay particles from the sediment. These results were butted in India by the lower ratio of Th/U in the post tsunami sediment which is dominantly carbonate rock. In other locations the content of contaminants in the sediments showed higher at affected area compared to unaffected area which may be due to the run-up and backwash of tsunami wave that brought some pollutants from in-land. The resulting Pb-210 profile found in sediment core from some areas showed that the deposited sediment was mixing down to 30 cm depth due to the tsunami. 

(2) Analysis of O-18 and H-2 in groundwater samples in tsunami affected area (Banda Aceh) in combining with chloride data showed the contamination of salt water mostly on the shallow water (within 20 m depth) and infiltration up to 3 km from the shoreline. In analogy, the Welligama area in South Sri Lanka indicated that about half the open wells in the 8 km strip were affected, due to the in-land catchments holding salty water from flow back toward sea. Some open wells in this area showed salinity increased during rainy season, due to the effect of salts leaching in the unsaturated zone by the infiltrating rainwater which would dilutes the salinity.
(3) In the study of tsunami impacts on coral reef, test rigs have been installed in THA and INS for experimental study in 2008.
Actions to be taken

The Project is to be continued as scheduled in 2008 as final project year.
RCARO/SAC(6)/5.4.2 
5.4.2 Development of Follow-up Program

Background

As the RCA-UNDP Project entitled “Mitigation of Coastal Impact of Natural Disasters Like Tsunami, Using Nuclear or Isotope-based Techniques”, initiated by RCARO in partnership with UNDP Korea Office, is to be wrapped up at the end of 2008, RCARO has been seeking a sequel project under a prospect that fund would be available for other activities that could contribute to the region by beneficial uses of nuclear technique, as mandated by the RCA.

In the meantime, it looks difficult to develop a new partnership project with UNDP office in Korea since the status of the office would be uncertain from 2010 due to relevant policy changes in Korea. 

With the RCARO fund which will be available upon justifiable demands even after the completion of the current RCA/UNDP project, it would be desirable to explore another partnership programme with new partners.  

Meanwhile, regarding the follow-up of the current RCA/UNDP project, the two topics, i.e., air pollution and drinking water, were suggested at the RCARO Future Strategy Workshop held in July 2007

Actions Taken and Progress
This issue was discussed at the Phuket meeting in 2007 for RCA/UNDP project, taking advantage of the presence of environment experts. Mr. Markowitz, PLCC of an RCA project in air pollution, elaborated on the list of possible sub-topics for the follow-up project after discussion with the meeting participants.

The RCARO visited some regional organizations last October and December to explore partnerships with them. Those organizations are implementing projects in the areas of air pollution and drinking water as follows:

- Mitigation of an air-pollution in the coal-fired power plants in North-East Asia (NEASPEC) by UNESCAP
, UNEP, ADB, UNDP, and World Bank

- Dust and sand storm (DSS) project by UNESCAP, UNEP, ADB, and UNCCD

- Acid deposition monitoring network in East Asia (EANET) by UNEP
- Atmospheric brown clouds (ABC) by UNEP
- Water resources issues and challenges in South Asia by ADB
- The chemistry of forest fire smoke and yellow-brown dust in Asia by ADB

In developing a follow-up project of the current RCA/UNDP project, these agencies implementing the above programmes can be considered possible partners.   
In particular, during the visits, UNEP showed strong interest for the area of air pollution and drinking water with the RCA. They suggested that they would submit a proposal to the RCARO, which has yet to be done. 

The RCARO will cooperate with the relevant PLCCs, Mr. Markowitz (air pollution) and Mr. Chowdury (drinking water) to produce concept papers for the follow-up project in consideration of the relevant RCA projects in 2009-11 and related regional organizations. If necessary, an stakeholder workshop could be organized to further discuss this matter.    
Advice expected from the SAC 

Advice on the development of a sequel project
RCARO/SAC(6)/5.5
Workshop for Enhancing RCA’s Capabilities
Background

RCA holds a National Representative Meeting (NRM) and a General Conference Meeting (GCM) annually. These two meetings have a long history and contributed significantly to the RCA development through addressing regional needs using nuclear science and technology. However, these official meetings do not provide enough time for in-depth discussion on some of the RCA and RCARO matters. 

Furthermore, it has been understood that there has been needs for Member States to build up their capacities for handling RCA business in a more efficient manner. 

Having recognized such needs, the RCARO would like to provide relevant RCA stakeholders with an opportunity to sort out associated issues and discuss ways to meet the needs. Accordingly, the RCARO proposes a workshop to be held in a Member State once a year on a rotation basis. The RCARO requests SAC Members to consider the following proposal and report the result of discussion to the NRM.
  Prospectus of the Workshop
1. Nature of the Meeting

The Workshop will primarily involve the following tasks:
1) To enhance a local network for effective implementation of RCA projects of a Member State (a case study of the host country) – 2 days
- sharing experiences gained from the implementation of RCA projects
- reviewing the local operation system for RCA projects

- discussing the local issues raised by the host country of the Workshop

2) To develop future strategies for RCA and RCARO – 1 day
- reviewing the RCA MTS

- reviewing the progress of the RCARO initiatives to enhance RCA partnerships with regional organizations 
- exploring new RCARO programmes

2. Venue and Time 

A venue (a hosting country) and the time are to be discussed. RCARO proposes three day Workshop. The RCARO prefers June or July, in-between the NRM and GCM. The host country will be decided on a voluntary basis or by recommendations of the SAC/NRM.
3. Participants

· SAC members

· Interested NRs

· Stakeholders in the host country 

1) NR 

2) RCA national project coordinators

3) Relevant RCA local stakeholders

· Invited RCA experts 

· RCARO staff

4. Financial Arrangements

The RCARO will provide the local operating costs for the Workshop and the travel expenses of some local participants within the budget of USD10,000. Travel expenses for the SAC members and NRs shall be borne by themselves, in principle. However, upon request, the RCARO may provide travel expenses and DSA subject to the RCARO regulations. Travel expenses of the invited RCA experts shall be borne by RCARO

Actions to be taken

The topics, venue and time of the Workshop are to be discussed, and the results of the discussion are to be reported to the NRM
The Attachment List for the 6th RCARO SAC Meeting
1. RCARO 2007 Performance Report including a summary table
2. Comments of the AUL NR on the RCARO 2007 Performance Report  

3. Report on the 2006 PEMSEA follow-up activities

4. RCARO 2008 Work Plan

5. RCA Success Stories

6. Mission Report on the Visits by the Director of RCARO to Regional Organizations for Partnerships
7. Letter of Cooperation between RCA and PEMSEA Resource Facility
8. Letter of Intent between RCA and Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities Centre
9. CAI-Asia Concept Note: AQM database

10. Comments of the RCA Focal Person on the Mission Report












� Secretariat organization of the project





2
7

